
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

 
 

 
LOWRY, MN 

 
 

 
9:30 a.m., May 2, 2021 

 

We Invite all to Grow in Christ and Serve him. 
 
 



 

SERVICE OF COMMUNION 
9:30 a.m., May 2, 2021 Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
INVOCATION 
P: We gather in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen  
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

(brief silence for reflection and self-examination) 
P/C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen  
 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ.  By grace you have been saved.  In the name of + 
Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith.   

C: Amen 
 

GATHERING SONG “As Rain From the Clouds”  #508 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 
 
Kyrie “Have Mercy On Us…” pg. 203  
P/C: Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. We come to hear 
your living word; it saves us from despair. Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash 
away our sin. Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin. 
Have mercy on us, Lord; make sin and shame depart. Renew us with your 
saving power; create in us new hearts! 



 

Hymn of Praise “Glory be to God…” vv.1-2 pg. 204 
P/C: Glory be to God in heaven; peace, good-will to all the earth. Mighty God 
of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: we exalt you, we adore you, we lift 
high our thanks and praise. Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth 
our songs we raise. Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; on the 
cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. Hear our prayer; 
restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P/C: O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. 
Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know 
the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
WORD  
READING: Acts 8:26-40 
26 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to 
the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness 
road.) 27 So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court 
official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. 
He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning home; seated in his 
chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go 
over to this chariot and join it.” 30 So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the 
prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 He 
replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in 
and sit beside him. 32 Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was 
this: 
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
    and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
        so he does not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
    Who can describe his generation? 
        For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say 
this, about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip began to speak, and 
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about 
Jesus. 36 As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the 
eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 
baptized?” 38 He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and 
the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him.  



 

39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip 
away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip 
found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he 
proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 22: 25-31 
25 From you comes my praise in the 
great congregation; 
    my vows I will pay before those who 
fear him. 
26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 
    those who seek him shall praise the 
Lord. 
    May your hearts live forever! 
27 All the ends of the earth shall 
remember 
    and turn to the Lord; 
and all the families of the nations 
    shall worship before him.  

28 For dominion belongs to the Lord, 
    and he rules over the nations. 
29 To him, indeed, shall all who sleep 
in the earth bow down; 
    before him shall bow all who go down 
to the dust, 
    and I shall live for him.  
30 Posterity will serve him; 
    future generations will be told about 
the Lord, 
31 and proclaim his deliverance to a 
people yet unborn, 
    saying that he has done it. 

 

Gospel Acclamation “Alleluia”                         pg. 205 

P/C: Alleluia! Lord and Savior; open now your saving word. Let it burn like fire 
within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.  Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good 
news that you bring. 
 
*GOSPEL:  
P: The Holy Gospel According to John the Fifteenth Chapter (1-8) 
C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He removes every branch 
in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 
more fruit. 3 You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to 
you. 4 Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, 
you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide in me is 
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into 
the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that 
you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 
 



 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty” vv. 1-4 #777  
 
APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 
he will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen. 
       
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION           
P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those 
in need, and all of God’s creation …  
P: Lord, in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for your comforting and strengthening spirit to be with those whose who 
live this moment with particular uncertainty and pain. We pray this particularly for 
Dustin Brosh, Marvel Olson, Chuck Thompson, Megan Wagner, Laurie Bennett, Jim 
Kalina, Melissa Fierro, Tyler Modlin, Jaqueline Bauman, Debbie Chan, Anne Snider, 
Patrick Bursau, Marge Nelsen, Pat Thompson, Kristy Anderson, Griffin Adam. 
 
P: Lord in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.  
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
abundant mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
OFFERING1  
*Offertory Prayer 
P/C: Loving God, receive this offering for the building up of your kingdom: the 
proclamation of your word and the loving of our neighbor. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 
P: Peace be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

 
1 If you are giving electronically (*directions for electronic giving are in the back of the bulletin), be sure to write your name 
and date on an electronic giving slip in your pew and place it in the offering plate. Thank you for your generosity! 



 

Our Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Distribution 
Post Communion Prayer 
P: Gracious God, at this table, you have nourished our body and soul with food 
and drink. As you have been food and drink for us, move us to be food and drink 
for one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen. 
 
SENDING 
Benediction   
*SENDING SONG “Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing  #545 
 *Please stand as you are able. 

Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS 
Reader: Deb Dahlseng 
Organists: Renae Brown & Jennifer Erickson  
Noisy Offering for March/April: Lutheran Social Services of MN 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to worship and fellowship at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. May you be as 
blessed through this service as we are by your presence. If you are a first-time 
worshiper with St. Paul’s, please sign the guest register in the Narthex. 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR | Dustin Brosh, Steve Gullickson, Marvel Olson, Chuck 
Thompson, Megan Wagner, Laurie Bennett, Jim Kalina, Melissa Fierro, Tyler 
Modlin, Jaqueline Bauman, Debbie Chan, Anne Snider, Patrick Bursau, Marge 
Nelsen, Pat Thompson, Kristy Anderson, Griffin Adam. 
 
NORWEGIAN SMORGASBÖRD | Chippewa Falls Lutheran Church is holding a 
drive-thru Norwegian smorgasbord on Sunday, May 16 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. The 
event is drive-thru only and the menu includes meatballs, mashed potatoes, glazed 
carrots, rømmegrøt, lefse, deviled eggs, rice pudding, fruit soup, herring and baked 
goods. Cost is $12. If you want to pre-order your dinners for pick up, please call 
(320) 760-2077. 

https://www.afarmgirlsdabbles.com/rommegrot/
https://www.afarmgirlsdabbles.com/rommegrot/
https://www.afarmgirlsdabbles.com/rommegrot/


 

COVID VACCINATIONS | Horizon Public Health 
information on Covid-19 vaccination availability is 
on the free-standing announcement board in the 
back. 
 
SIGN IN | For your safety and ours, please 
remember to sign our sign-in sheets located at 
either door. 
 
WEEKLY UPDATE IN BACK | For those who don’t 
receive our weekly updates by email, there are a 
few copies in the back on the four-sided 
announcement stand that you can take. 
 
EVENTS INFO  | Check out our free-standing 
bulletin board in the back of the church for 
information on any upcoming events. 
 
USHERS AND READERS NEEDED | St. Paul’s 
needs people to sign for ushering and reading 
during our services. The sign-up sheets are in the 
back. Thank you for your help! 
 
THINKING OF JOINING ST. PAUL’S? | First, we are 
so glad you are here! Second, if you are 
considering becoming a member of St. Paul’s, feel 
free to talk Pastor Bryan. We’d love to have you 
join us! 
 
NOISY OFFERING: Along with its traditional 
offering, St. Paul’s also includes a “noisy offering.” 
Bring your change and it will be collected during 
each worship service by some of our youngest 
members. Noisy Offering supports various local, 
national and global service organizations. 
 
POPE COUNTY MOBILE FOOD DROP | The next 
Pope County Mobile Food Drop, a monthly food 
distribution event by United Way of Douglas & 
Pope Counties, is Tuesday, May 11. If you wish to 
take part in this, contact (320) 834-7800 or visit 
www.uwdp.org. 
 
 

 

 

Can we help you with something? Just 
let us know! Fill out the form below, 
drop it in the offering plate. We will 
contact you with any questions. 
 
________________________________ 
Name 
 
________________________________ 
Address 
 
________________________________ 
City/State/Zip 
 
________________________________ 
Email 
 
________________________________ 
Phone 
 
O I’m visiting and interested in St. Paul’s 
O Update my information 
O Add me to your email list 
O Add me to your postal mailing list 
O Add me to the email prayer chain 
 
I WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT: 
O Membership O Volunteering 
O Baptism  O Children’s Education 
O Care Ministry O Adult Education  
O Other: _________________________ 

 

I WOULD LIKE PRAYER FOR: 
___________________________ 
 
___________________________ 

  
CONTACT US: 

 

 

 
05.02.21SPLC 

http://www.uwdp.org/


 

TOM’S RECEIPTS STILL NEEDED | Don’t forget to bring your receipts from Tom’s 
Market in Glenwood and Starbuck. St. Paul’s will receive a donation for every 
$100,000 worth of receipts collected. 
 
NO FELLOWSHIP | Just a reminder that, although we are having in-person 
worship, there is still no fellowship after church. 
 
FACE MASKS ARE AVAILABLE | St. Paul’s has face masks available at both 
entrance doors. You are welcome to use them, then take them home to keep. If 
you don’t want to keep them, there are bins below the tables that you can place 
them in. They will be washed for further use. Thank you. 
 
 
ELECTRONIC GIVING | There are two options for electronic giving: 

1. Cash App 
a. Free and downloadable on any smartphone 
b. Find us under the $cashtag: $splclowry 
 
2. giveMN.Org 
a. Find our profile at: https://www.givemn.org/organization/St-Pauls-Church-
30 
3. OR, if you’re not into the electronic giving option you can drop it off after 
service.  

 
*Each time you give through the Cash App or giveMN.org, an email is sent to our 
church treasurer who will keep record of your giving for your tax purposes.

 
 
 
 

   
‘St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Lowry’ 

 
CHURCH CONTACTS 

 
Pastor: Bryan Taffe Secretary: Lori Mork 
Office: 320-283-5413 Office: 320-283-5413 
Cell: 605-880-5821 Email: stpauls@stpaulslowry.org 
Email: pastortaffe@gmail.com Bulletin Deadline: Wednesdays 
Council president: president@stpaulslowry.org Newsletter Deadline: 22nd of each month 
  
   

www.stpaulslowry.org 
“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 

 

We Invite all to Grow in Christ and Serve him. 
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