
TOGETHER INSpirit
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING OF CALL
St. Paul’s Call Committee has found a pastoral candidate that they feel will be a great 
fit for our church and community! There will be a congregational meeting on Sunday, 
September 20 to vote.

Congregation members will only be able to vote  if they are present or watching on 
Facebook Live. Regardless of how you attend, you will need to drop off your ballot in 
person in order for it to be verified. There will be a 45-minute time allotment following 
worship to receive your vote. Please be there!!!

GOSPEL FOR
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
Matthew 18: 21-35
21 Then Peter came and said to him, 
“Lord, if another member of the church 
sins against me, how often should I for-
give? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus 
said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell 
you, seventy-seven times.
23 “For this reason the kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a king 
who wished to settle accounts with his 
slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, 
one who owed him ten thousand talents 
was brought to him; 25 and, as he could 
not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, 
together with his wife and children and 
all his possessions, and payment to be 
made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees 
before him, saying, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 
And out of pity for him, the lord of that 
slave released him and forgave him the 
debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went 
out, came upon one of his fellow slaves 
who owed him a hundred denarii; and 
seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay 
what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave 
fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 
30 But he refused; then he went and 
threw him into prison until he would pay 
the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw 
what had happened, they were greatly 
distressed, and they went and reported 
to their lord all that had taken place. 32 
Then his lord summoned him and said 
to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you 
all that debt because you pleaded with 
me. 33 Should you not have had mercy 
on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on 
you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed 
him over to be tortured until he would 
pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly 
Father will also do to every one of you, 
if you do not forgive your brother or 
sister from your heart.”

STAYING CONNECTED DURING COVID-19
stpaulslowry.org • St. Paul’s Lutheran Church weekly update • September 7-13

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS SUNDAY IS SEPT. 13
God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday is September 13, 
and St. Paul’s will be taking part with outdoor 
projects if the weather is good. Please join us as 
we care for our community.

HURRICANE RELIEF FUND
Hurricane Laura, a powerful Category 4 storm, has hit Louisiana and parts of Texas 
with devastating force, causing at least three deaths, major damage and leaving hun-
dreds of thousands without power.

Lutheran Disaster Response is engaging with Lutheran Social Services Disaster Re-
sponse (Upbring) and the Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana, Texas-Louisiana Gulf 
Coast and Southwestern Texas synods, which are assessing the immediate needs and 
initiating a response. 

Please give today. St. Paul’s will match up to $400 for any donations made. Your gifts 
ensure that our church will be able to provide help and hope for those whose lives 
have been devastated by Hurricane Laura. Gifts designated for “Hurricane Response” 
will be used entirely (100%) for hurricane response efforts until they are complete.

WORKING ON RE-OPENING OF ST. PAUL’S
St. Paul’s Church Council is working on a plan for re-opening the church to indoor 
services and Sunday School. There are several requirements for opening and St. Paul’s 
plans to follow the guidelines set out by the ELCA and the Southwest Minnesota Syn-
od, which includes the following:

Safety Plans – Revisions
Congregations need to have a safety plan according to our state. This is a document 
that helps us plan forward. If you have one, it needs to be public and signed. We sug-
gest posting it on your web site. The plan will need revising as conditions move. If there 
is an outbreak in your community, you may need to go back to more restrictions. If you 
do this, you may want to plan for now, a future where things get worse with infections, 
and a future where we are freer because infection or treatments change for the better.

LITURGICAL READINGS: SEPTEMBER 6-13
First reading: Genesis 50: 15-21
Psalm: Psalm 103: [1-7] 8-13

Second reading: Romans 14: 1-12
Gospel: Matthew 18: 21-35
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St. Paul’s offices are still closed to the public, but you can get in touch with us a 
number of ways. Let us know if there’s something we can help you with!



ANNOUNCEMENTS
PASTORAL CARE | If you or 
someone you know needs pastoral 
care, please contact Pastor Mike 
Soppeland, who is assisting St. 
Paul’s at this time. Mike’s email is 
pastormikes@hotmail.com and his 
phone number is 715-554-1887.

GRV FUNDRAISER BY MAIL | The 
Glenwood Retirement Village has 
cancelled the in-person portion 
of its fundraiser this year, but 
will still be raising funds by mail 
to help toward retiring the GRV 
debt. Donations can be mailed to 
Glenwood Retirement Village, 719 
2nd St. SE, Glenwood, MN, 56334. 

CEMETERY DONATIONS 
REQUESTED | St. Paul’s Cemetery 
Board asks for a donation of 
$30 per family unit for cemetery 
maintenance. Donations may be 
placed in the offering plate (labeled 
“Cemetery Fund”) or mailed to the 
church. Please contact Dennis Jones 
with any questions.

COVID MICRO-GRANTS | St. Paul’s 
has limited emergency micro-grant 
money available if you are in need. 
These are for our membership 
only. If you think of someone in the 
congregation that may not be able 
to view online services or receive 
emails and would benefit from a 
grant, reach out to them and let 
them know it’s available.

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
There are two options for electronic giving:

1. Cash App
a. Free and downloadable on any smartphone
b. Find us under the $cashtag: $splclowry

2. giveMN.Org
a. Find our profile at: https://www.givemn.org/

organization/St-Pauls-Church-30

b. *NEW: With giveMN.org you can set up automatic 
monthly giving!

3. Drop off/mail in
a. OR, if you’re not into the electronic giving option you 

can drop it off at the church or mail it to St. Paul’s, P.O. 
Box 95, Lowry, MN 56349.

*Each time you give through the Cash App or giveMN.org, an 
email is sent to our church treasurer who will keep record of 
your giving for your tax purposes. 

NO FALL SUPPER
St. Paul’s WELCA has made the difficult decision to cancel the fall meatball supper in light 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. This major fundraiser affects not only our church, but the many 
organizations and programs that WELCA cares for and supports each year. If you are 
willing to donate, checks can be sent to St. Paul’s WELCA, 201 Maple Street, P.O. Box 95, 
Lowry, MN 56349 or to Shirley Boysen, treasurer, at 14611 330th Ave., Farwell, MN 56327. 
Please make checks to St. Paul’s WELCA.

SOCIAL DISTANCING APPLIES AT ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
St. Paul’s is practicing the social distancing guidlines set out by the State of Minnesota, 
the ELCA and the Southwest Minnesota Synod.

Masks are required inside the church building and those who enter are asked to keep a 
mininum distance of 6 feet from others.

NEW RECYCLING PROGRAM
St. Paul’s will now have two more options for 
recycling as we try to be good stewards of the 
earth.

With a grant from Pope/Douglas Solid Waste, 
we will now be adding bins for paper towels 
and organic waste. Instead of going in the trash, 
organics can be recycled or reused.

SUNDAY SCHOOL POSTPONED 
UNTIL OCTOBER
St. Paul’s has decided to postpone the 
start of Sunday School until October 
out of concern for covid. Information 
on any changes will be coming as soon 
as they are available.
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Chuck Thompson
Floyd Scott
Melissa Walerius
Megan Wagner
Christie Marie
Laurie Bennett
Jim Kalina
Melissa Fierro

Jaqueline Bauman
Debbie Chan
Anne Snider
Patrick Bursau
Marge Nelsen
Pat Thompson
Kristy Anderson
Griffin Adam

BIRTHDAYS this week (7-13)
8: Ellie Lundblad
10: Colten Hvezda
12: Ali Femrite

ANNIVERSARIES this week (7-13)
8: Rick & Patti Erickson
     Ken & Carol Weisel
11:  Steve & Coleen Gullickson

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

 PASTORAL CARE 
If you or someone you know needs pastoral 
care, please contact Pastor Mike Soppeland, 
who is assisting St. Paul’s at this time. 
Mike’s email is pastormikes@hotmail.com 
and his phone number is 715-554-1887.

WORSHIP SERVICES: 
Sundays, 9:30 a.m. in the 
north parking lot

COMMUNION: 
First and third Sundays of the 
month


