
TOGETHER INSpirit
DON’T FORGET! CONGREGATIONAL MEETING OF CALL

St. Paul’s Call Committee has found a pastoral candidate that 
they feel will be a great fit for our church and community! There 
will be a congregational meeting on Sunday, September 20 to 
vote.

Congregation members will only be able to vote  if they are 
present or watching on Facebook Live. Regardless of how you 
attend, you will need to drop off your ballot in person in order 
for it to be verified. There will be a 45-minute time allotment 
following worship to receive your vote. Please be there!!!

GOSPEL FOR
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
Matthew 20: 1-16
1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a 
landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vine-
yard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers 
for the usual daily wage, he sent them 
into his vineyard. 3 When he went out 
about nine o’clock, he saw others stand-
ing idle in the marketplace; 4 and he said 
to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, 
and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So 
they went. 5 When he went out again 
about noon and about three o’clock, he 
did the same. 6 And about five o’clock 
he went out and found others standing 
around; and he said to them, ‘Why are 
you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They 
said to him, ‘Because no one has hired 
us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into 
the vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the 
owner of the vineyard said to his man-
ager, ‘Call the laborers and give them 
their pay, beginning with the last and 
then going to the first.’ 9 When those 
hired about five o’clock came, each of 
them received the usual daily wage. 10 
Now when the first came, they thought 
they would receive more; but each of 
them also received the usual daily wage. 
11 And when they received it, they grum-
bled against the landowner, 12 saying, 
‘These last worked only one hour, and 
you have made them equal to us who 
have borne the burden of the day and 
the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to 
one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no 
wrong; did you not agree with me for 
the usual daily wage? 14 Take what be-
longs to you and go; I choose to give to 
this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am 
I not allowed to do what I choose with 
what belongs to me? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?’ 16 So the last 
will be first, and the first will be last.”
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DISASTER RELIEF FUND
With the hurricanes in Louisiana and Texas, as well as the fires raging through the 
western states, Lutheran Disaster Response is engaging with at least three Lutheran 
social services agencies and five synods to as-sess the situation and determine the 
best ways to respond. Please give today. St. Paul’s will match up to $400 for any 
donations made. Your gifts ensure that our church will be able to provide help and 
hope for those whose lives have been devastated. Gifts designated for “Lutheran 
Disaster Relief” will be used entirely (100%) for response efforts.
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St. Paul’s offices are still 
closed to the public, but 
you can get in touch with 
us a number of ways. Let us 
know if there’s something 
we can help you with!

SOCKTOBER 2020 IS HERE!
It’s time for our annual month-long sock-drive for Pope County Families in Need and 
the Hearts and Hands Clothing Closet. There is a marked bin near the altar in in the 
front of the sanctuary designated for donations. Socks, especially new socks, are one 
of the least donated items of clothing. Cozy socks, dress socks, children’s socks, baby 
socks, work socks—they’re all needed! Next time you’re in the store please consider 
buying a pair or more of socks, bring them to church, place them in the bin, and at 
the end of the month we’ll donate our supply. There aren’t many better feelings than 
that new sock feeling, and there are not many clearer calls from Jesus than to provide 
clothing for the vulnerable – so, let’s help bring that feeling to the people in our county 
that need it most! #SOCKTOBER

2015 – 385 pairs of socks collected and 
donated
2016 – 396 pairs of socks collected and 
donated
2017 – 693 pairs of socks collected and 
donated

2018 – 778 pairs of socks collected and 
donated 
2019 – 1,182 pairs of socks collected and 
donated
2020 –??? (We’ve donated 3,434 pairs of 
socks during the past 5 years!)

MISSION QUILTING AND WELCA MEETING
Mission quilting this month will be September 28 and 29.

There willl be a WELCA board meeting on Tuesday Sept 29 at noon to review 2021 
officers and recommend disbursements of Fall Supper donations.

There will be a WELCA meeting Sunday, Oct 11 after church in fellowship hall to vote on 
officers and disbursements. Masks and social distancing will be required.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
PASTORAL CARE | If you or 
someone you know needs pastoral 
care, please contact Pastor Mike 
Soppeland, who is assisting St. 
Paul’s at this time. Mike’s email is 
pastormikes@hotmail.com and his 
phone number is 715-554-1887.

GRV FUNDRAISER BY MAIL | The 
Glenwood Retirement Village has 
cancelled the in-person portion 
of its fundraiser this year, but 
will still be raising funds by mail 
to help toward retiring the GRV 
debt. Donations can be mailed to 
Glenwood Retirement Village, 719 
2nd St. SE, Glenwood, MN, 56334. 

CEMETERY DONATIONS 
REQUESTED | St. Paul’s Cemetery 
Board asks for a donation of 
$30 per family unit for cemetery 
maintenance. Donations may be 
placed in the offering plate (labeled 
“Cemetery Fund”) or mailed to the 
church. Please contact Dennis Jones 
with any questions.

COVID MICRO-GRANTS | St. Paul’s 
has limited emergency micro-grant 
money available if you are in need. 
These are for our membership 
only. If you think of someone in the 
congregation that may not be able 
to view online services or receive 
emails and would benefit from a 
grant, reach out to them and let 
them know it’s available.

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
There are two options for electronic giving:

1. Cash App
a. Free and downloadable on any smartphone
b. Find us under the $cashtag: $splclowry

2. giveMN.Org
a. Find our profile at: https://www.givemn.org/

organization/St-Pauls-Church-30

b. *NEW: With giveMN.org you can set up automatic 
monthly giving!

3. Drop off/mail in
a. OR, if you’re not into the electronic giving option you 

can drop it off at the church or mail it to St. Paul’s, P.O. 
Box 95, Lowry, MN 56349.

*Each time you give through the Cash App or giveMN.org, an 
email is sent to our church treasurer who will keep record of 
your giving for your tax purposes. 

NO FALL SUPPER
St. Paul’s WELCA has made the difficult decision to cancel the fall meatball supper in 
light of the COVID-19 pandemic. This major fundraiser affects not only our church, but 
the many organizations and programs that WELCA cares for and supports each year. If 
you are willing to donate, checks can be sent to St. Paul’s WELCA, 201 Maple Street, P.O. 
Box 95, Lowry, MN 56349 or to Shirley Boysen, treasurer, at 14611 330th Ave., Farwell, MN 
56327. Please make checks to St. Paul’s WELCA.

NEW RECYCLING PROGRAM
St. Paul’s will now have two more options for recycling as we 
try to be good stewards of the earth.

With a grant from Pope/Douglas Solid Waste, we will now be 
adding bins for paper towels and organic waste. Instead of 
going in the trash, organics can be recycled or reused.

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
UPDATE
St. Paul’s Education 
Team is meeting to-
night, Wednesday, to 
discuss plans for how 
to proceed with Sunday 
School. We will get that 
information to you as 
soon as it’s available.
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Chuck Thompson
Floyd Scott
Melissa Walerius
Megan Wagner
Laurie Bennett
Jim Kalina
Melissa Fierro
Jaqueline Bauman
Debbie Chan
Anne Snider
Patrick Bursau
Marge Nelsen
Pat Thompson
Kristy Anderson
Griffin Adam

BIRTHDAYS this week (14-20)
14: Ron Nelsen
 Cory Seidel
16: Jean Person
17: Dee Weisel
20: Jolee Boysen
 Char Lundebrek
 Deb Nygaard
 Jakob Swalla

ANNIVERSARIES 
this week (14-20)
15: John & Sara Robbins
       Julie & Lyle Blair
17: Nancy & Terry Brown
20:  Hannah & Nicholas 
 Gilbert

REMEMBER IN 
YOUR PRAYERS

 PASTORAL CARE 
If you or someone you know needs pastoral 
care, please contact Pastor Mike Soppeland, 
who is assisting St. Paul’s at this time. 
Mike’s email is pastormikes@hotmail.com 
and his phone number is 715-554-1887.

WORSHIP SERVICES: 
Sundays, 9:30 a.m. in the 
north parking lot

COMMUNION: 
First and third Sundays of the 
month

WORKING ON RE-OPENING OF ST. PAUL’S
St. Paul’s Church Council is working on a plan for re-opening 
the church to indoor services and Sunday School. There 
are several requirements for opening and St. Paul’s plans to 
follow the guidelines set out by the ELCA and the Southwest 
Minnesota Synod.

STILL NEED TOM’S RECEIPTS
The collection of Tom’s receipts continues. It’s not a one-time 
project and for each $100,000 in receipts that we collect, we 
will receive $1,000. KEEP THE RECEIPTS COMING!


