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President: Bob
Home: 320.283.5467
Cell: 320.424.0602
Email: president@stpaulslowry.org or bobmork@runestone.net

Secretary: Lori Mork
Office: 320.283.5413

Cell: 320.760.8649
Email: stpauls@stpaulslowry.org

Office hours: Mon, Wed: 9 a.m.-noon; Tues, Thurs: 10 a.m.-noon

Noisy Offering
July/August: Pope County Families in Need

July/August Work Committee
Deb Dahlseng, chair; Kathy Duvall, Pat 
Thompson, Carrie Ahern, Terri Moen, 
Judi Dahlseng, Jackie Olson, Kristie 
Taffe, Ann Drewes.

Newsletter deadline: 22nd of each month

Coffee Servers (If we are having worship and fellowship)
July 5: Kristen Stone,  Carrie Ahern, Sara Hoffman
July 12: Carla Beecher, Kaley Poegel, Carrie Ahern
July 19: Chris Gulbranson,  Anne Drewes, Judy Pederson
July 26: Alyssa Gullickson, Haley Hoiland,  Iris Scott



By Pastor Stephen Rasmusson, Winds of the Prairie Ministries, Ivanhoe area

Farewell. ’TIl we meet again. Later. Go with God. Saying goodbye is a spiritual practice. And like many spiri-
tual practices, it does not pretend to be easy. Even though life is full of goodbyes, it does not mean that it is 
easier with practice. Even when we are surrounded by the powerful Easter promises of resurrection and new 
life, parting always feels like a moment eternally trapped in Holy Saturday, when Hope lies in the tomb and 
resurrection is not yet. It is a time of confusion for some, anger for others, hope for others, and intense grief 
for others still. It doesn’t help that we Minnesotans are noted for the “long” goodbye.

When a pastor leaves, the process of saying goodbye is even more difficult. The years of spiritual direction, 
the bedside visits, the moments of celebration and sorrow, of hurt and rejoicing that have shaped each of 
our experiences together betray the best and worst of human nature. Your pastor has had the privilege of 
presenting the person of Jesus in word and deed. And your pastor has shown you the deep brokenness of 
humans who dare to stand in the presence of God.

1. REJOICE: Recall the many times that you have been touched by a new insight into the grace and love of 
God that have been shown in the teaching and life of your pastor. Don’t be afraid to say thank you in person 
or in a note to your leaving pastor. These moments will carry the spirit of your pastor into deeper service in 
Christ’s name. Our church is a worldwide church, and your former pastor will bring a part of you into the new 
call. Rejoice that others will be blessed with the unique gift of grace proclaimed through her or his preaching 
and ministry.

2. RECONCILE: Hopefully your pastor has taught you how to repent, and to accept apologies. Reconciliation 
is at the center of all human relationships before Christ. We forgive as we have been forgiven. If there is any 
sorrow for brokenness in the relationship, now is the time to set it right through forgiveness and repentance.

3. RESPECT: Your pastor has had the privilege of serving for a period of time as the person who holds the 
official office of pastor for you and your friends and family. It is helpful to respect the person of your pastor 
by respecting the office that he or she has held. When your pastor takes leave, the office stays.  This means 
that, though you will continue to pray for and love the person who is leaving, you do not call on your former 
pastor to visit you when you are ill, have a crisis, need a funeral or a wedding performed, or the like. The new 
pastor, the person God will call to fill the “Office of the Pastor” will bring the word of grace into those situa-
tions for you.

4. REMEMBER: God is good – all the time. As you reflect in future months and years on the work of God in 
your faith community when your leaving pastor was among you, do so with an eye to the future. God will 
have new ventures ahead, new visions of service and deepening of faith, new opportunities that will come 
with your new pastoral leadership. Look for the hand of God at work in your faith community’s past, so that 
you can more easily see the Spirit in your future. And finally, don’t forget the words at the center of the Lu-
theran Reformation tradition – Soli Deo Gloria – To God only is the praise. Praise God from whom all bless-
ings flow – now and forever.

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN • CHURCH LOWRY, MN

ON SAYING GOODBYE TO YOUR PASTOR
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A message from 
council president Bob Mork

Please keep the family and friends 
of Margaret Vosberg in your prayers. 
Margaret, 86, passed away June 17 
and her funeral was at St. Paul's on 
June 22.

Congratulations to St. Paul's member 
Zach Vosberg and his new bride Nich-
ole, who were married on June 6.

Congratulations!
Dear Members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,

Now that June 21st has come and gone, I am sure that most or 
all of you are wondering what comes next now that Pastor Joe, 
Margaret and his children are gone?

I want you to know that I have been in touch with the South-
western Minnesota Synod as to when  Pastor Joe’s last Sunday 
would be, which was yesterday. They are in the process of find-
ing an interim pastor who will serve our congregation until we 
are able to interview and call a new pastor for St. Paul’s Luther-
an. The Synod is not able to give us a date as to when an interim 
pastor can be found and agrees to serve our worship needs, so 
this requires patience from all of us until that individual is found.

Until an interim pastor can be found, we must find pulpit sup-
ply(another phrase for substitute pastors or individuals) to have 
a regular service schedule until the interim pastor is found. Lori 
Mork has been in touch with Paul Greene, who is from Glenwood 
and has shared his vocal solos several times during our worship 
services at St. Paul’s, has agreed to lead our worship service on 
Sunday, June 28th. Weather permitting, he is willing to lead us in 
an outdoor service.

I have been able to get volunteers to serve on our Transition 
Team, which is an important piece of information that will be 
provided to the Synod for review by potential candidates who 
might be interested in interviewing for our pastoral vacancy. The 
purpose of the team is to provide a profile or picture of who we 
are as a church and what we have to offer to the candidate be-
fore they would express an interest in possibly interviewing with 
our Call Committee, which has yet to be formed.

I know it has been especially tough to remain patient this year, 
but I will continue to ask everyone to stay patient in our efforts 
to find our next pastor for you, the members of St. Paul’s Luther-
an.

Thank You,

 Bob Mork, Congregation President

Congratulations to all those being 
baptized this month:

Braylie Rae Bosch, daughter of Shayla 
and Ben Bosch, June 13, 2020

Tatum Rose Shepersky, daughter of 
Lisa and Travis Shepersky, June 14, 
2020

George Janes Walerius, son of Melis-
sa and Colin Walerius, June 14, 2020 
(non-member)

Maylene Laura Walerius, daughter of 
Melissa and Colin Walerius, June 14, 
2020 (non-member)

Gage Roland Duvall, son of Brittany 
and Timothy Duvall, June 18, 2020

PHILLIPIANS 4:6
6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God.
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PRAYERS OF THE Church
•Anne Snider

•Megan Wagner

•Jacqueline Bauman

•Marge Nelsen

•Patrick Bursau

•Debbie Chan

•Melissa Fierro

•Margaret Vosberg

•Jim Kalina

•Laurie Bennett

•Kristy Anderson

•Christy Dorris

•Pat Thompson

St. Paul’s Church
ONGOINGONGOING
Wondering about a proj-
ect or ministry to desig-
nate a gift or memorial? 
Consider some of these 
wish list items for a des-
ignated offering:

•Building addition loan
•Signage for west lawn
•Harold Anderson Fund  
replenishment

•Electronic bell

•New sanctuary carpet
•Paved parking lots
•Changing table - men’s 
bathroom ($200-
$250)

•Other?

Questions? Comments? 
Something to add to 
this wish list? Contact 
president Bob Mork or 
secretary Lori Mork.

June 23, 2020

An update on the mortgage for our church addi-
tion:

I feel it is important at this time when our world 
has so much negativity surrounding all of us that 
I would offer some positive news in our world 
regarding the progress we have made in reducing 
our debt for our beautiful fellowship addition.

Our beginning loan balance in March, 2018, was 
$190,000.00, but by year-end we had reduced 
that balance to $137,347.98. Then in 2019 we again 
reduced our balance to $105,258.85, which is 
amazing for a congregation of our size. It is now 
mid-year 2020 and to date we have once again 
reduced our balance to $91,098.85.

I want to thank everyone for your support of our 
ministry at St. Paul’s Lutheran. Your generosity and 
kindness is what we all need as we move forward 
in these times of uncertainty, whether it be the 
search for our next Pastor, the pandemic or just 
the condition of the world we are now living in.

Thank you.

Bob Mork, Congregation President

LOAN BALANCE as of June, 2020 
is $91,098.85. St. Paul’s is current 
on interest.

There’s been progress on St. Paul’s Wish List! A 
sincere thank you to those who have made several 
wish list items a reality.

The generosity of your gifts is greatly appreciated!

Thank you!

Parking Lot crushed 
granite

One dozen chairs for 
the multipurpose 
room

Communion rail  
kneeling pads

Smart TV

Bathroom flooring for 
Sunday School wing

We did it, St. Paul's! Our collec-
tion of receipts from Tom's Market 
reached our goal of $100,000.

WELCA received $1,000 from this 
endeavor and will put that money 
toward something needed by St. 
Paul's Church.

But we're not done! Keep the slips 
coming - it's not a one-time project 
and for each $100,000 in receipts 
that we collect, we will receive 
$1,000.

KEEP THE RECEIPTS COMING!

We reached our goal!
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Members Present:  Pastor Joe, Bob Mork, Scott 
Gullickson, Michalene Martin, Katerri Fish, Allen 
Dahlseng, Randy Elenberger, Ron Nelsen, Adam 
Shea, Jonathan McIver, & Kori Gullickson. 

President Bob called the meeting to order.

Treasurer’s Report: 
Beginning Balance: May 1st: $16,678.45
Month Income: $28,878.44    
 
Transfers In: $172.91     
 
Total Funds: $45,556.89 
Monthly Expenses: $15,853.31
Transfers Out: $413.36

Balance on Hand May 31st: $29,290.22
Motion to approve the Treasurer’s report was made 
by Randy. Katerri seconded.  Approved.

Old Business:
•	 Tree Trimming: Talked about the trees along the 

highway in front of the Church that need to be 
trimmed, Adam was going to check with the 
State Highway Department. 

•	 Parsonage Updates: With Pastor Joe leaving 
he was going to make a list of things that may 
need some attention or minor fixing at the 
parsonage. Possibly have a committee to assess 
the property, table to look at and make changes 
after it is vacated.

•	 Building Fund: Discussed putting some of the 
money built up in the general fund towards the 
building loan on the principle. A motion from Ron 
to put $2,000 towards the building fund on the 
principle, a second from Allen. Motion passed.

•	 Faith Share Box: The faith share box has been 
completed by Sam & Thomas Poegel, an idea 
that was spurred from the CGC seminar that a 
few members attended in the past. The faith box 
will be a way to share their stories of faith and 
experiences of God’s work. Thank you, Sam & 
Thomas!  

•	 Church Duct Cleaning: Talked about getting a 
few more options or quotes for cleaning the 
Church duct system out during this time of not 
being able to have indoor Church services. 

•	 Resignation: Talked about Pastor Joes transfer 
of call and the process of the next stages for an 
interim pastor or pulpit supply with the help of 
the Synod. 

•	 PPP Loan: The PPP loan which the Church 
applied for and was accepted was only going to 
be used for an 8-week time frame and the end 

date would have been June 30th but it is now 
extended until the end of the year. 

•	 Covid Response: St. Paul’s will continue to adhere 
to state guidelines and continue to do outdoor 
service & Facebook livestreaming until we can 
safely allow people back in the Church full 
service. 

•	
New Business:

•	 Last Day: Talked about Pastor Joe’s last day of 
worship service will be June 21st, along with a 
safe and social distanced farewell after service to 
say our goodbyes to him and his family.  

o Pastor Joe’s move out date will be June 
23rd from the parsonage. 

•	 Final Day: Pastor Joe will be leaving June 23rd 
and using some of his vacation until the end of 
June, his last day will technically be June 30th. 
A motion from Randy to payout the remainder 
PTO for Pastor Joe, a second from Adam. Motion 
passed.  

•	 Vacuum: It was brought up from Carol that a 
vacuum was needed for the Church. A motion 
from Allan to approve up to $600 limit on a new 
vacuum for the Church, second from Ron. Motion 
passed. 

•	 Steel Door: Talked about the steel door in the 
back of Church facing alley that the frame might 
be altered. Going to get a hold of Midwest Lock 
& Door to take a look at it, it was just installed 
not that long ago. 

Announcements:
Pr Joe’s Farewell & Godspeed: June 21st after worship 
services

Next Meeting July, tentatively, after worship

Michalene motioned to adjourn the meeting. Adam 
seconded. Approved.
Closed with prayer
Respectfully Submitted,
Kori Gullickson, Secretary

June 7, 2020 Church Council meeting minutes

LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL
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Birthdays
1: Lyle Peabody
 Emma Poegel
2: Todd Beecher
 Myra Femrite
 Marvel Olson
 Braeden Ahern
3: Hunter Gulbranson
 Ashlynn Bergemann
6: Irma Johnson
 Steven Schuett
 Amy Smedstad 
 Katie Henry
7: Jacob Beecher
 Matthew Radil
9: Megan Larson
 Richard Moen
 Joseph Piekarski
 Paula Petersen
10: Tiffany Boysen
11: Robert Stone

12: Gail Larson
14: Judi Femrite
15: Allen Dahlseng
 Brayden Iverson
17: Mark Boysen
19: Evan Gullickson
21: Michalene Martin
22: Deb Dahlseng
 Hudson Kalina
23: Larry Schwendemann
24: Cody Drewes
 Yvonne Swanson
25: Sam Poegel
27: Robbin Wood
 Cash Frey
28: Anna Gullickson
29: James Anderson
 Isla Johnson
 Julie Blair
 Jacqueline Bauman
30: Brooke Moen
31: Darla Schwendemann

Anniversaries
3:  Floyd & Iris Scott
8: Mike & Amy Schroeder
10:  Sam & Kaley Poegel
11:  Scott & Alyssa Gullickson
14:  Reid & Deanna Haberer
17: Rod & Renae Brown
18: Dale & Cheryl Hvezda
       Shiona & Joe Olson
19: Yvonne & Virgil Swanson
       Mark & Julie Malecek
21:  Bruce & Lisa Anderson
       Jason & Kahla Weber
22: Debbie & Brian Piekarski
25:  Jennifer & Tom Hayes
26: Jason & Amber Gullickson
27:  Zachary & Rebekah Johnson

In the event of inclement weather, church activity related up-
dates will be posted on Facebook (www.facebook.com/st-
paulslowry), St. Paul’s Lutheran Church webpage (stpaulslowry.
org) as well as through local radio stations. An effort will also be 
made to reach members through text, emails and phone calls.

Inclement weather notices

St. Paul’s July birthdays and anniversaries

UPCOMING . . .
AUGUST 2020  ACOLYTES

None scheduled.

JULY/AUGUST WORK COMMITTEE
Deb Dahlseng, chair; Kathy Duvall, Pat Thompson, 
Carrie Ahern, Terri Moen, Judi Dahlseng, Jackie Ol-
son, Kristie Taffe, Ann Drewes.

AUGUST 2020 COFFEE SERVERS
August 2 Angela Gulbranson, Julie Malacek,  
 Kahla Weber
August 9 Lonnie Danielson, Kathy DuVall
August 16 Jennifer Erickson, Jean Person, Joyce 
Kvam
August 23 Iva Gullickson, Shiona Olson,  
 Karen Kaehler
August 30 Cheryl Farber, Hope Schuett, 
 Lisa Anderson, 

Want your Messenger emailed to you? It’s easy! Just send me a 
message at stpauls@stpaulslowry.org, and I’ll put you on the list!

Receiving the Messenger by  email will not only net you a copy 
earlier than the mailed version,but will help us conserve resourc-
es and money since there’s not postage required!

Electronic Messenger available
Something you’d like to see in the 
Messenger? Get in touch with Lori at 
stpauls@stpaulslowry.org.

The Messenger mails out the last 
week of every month.

Messenger information


