
St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church
201 Maple Street • Lowry, MN 56349

JUNE
Messenger

2020

JUNE 2020 at a glance

Pastor: Joe Skogmo
Office: 320.283.5413
Cell: 320.424.3755
Email: pastor@stpaulslowry.org

Secretary: Lori Mork
Office: 320.283.5413

Cell: 320.760.8649
Email: stpauls@stpaulslowry.org

Office hours: Mon, Wed: 9 a.m.-noon; Tues, Thurs: 10 a.m.-noon

Noisy Offering
May/June: Harold Anderson Fund

May/June Work Committee
Lonnie Danielson, Chair; Carmen Lundebrek, Cheryl Hvezda, Kris-
tin Stone, Carla Beecher, Gail Larson, Jane Dingwall, Sara Rob-
bins, Iva Gullickson, Danni Lyngen, Karen Brosh.

Newsletter deadline: 22nd of each month
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The governor's peacetime/'Stay Safe' order has been 
set through June 12th. Part of that peacetime/'Stay 
Safe' order is to restrict gatherings to 10 people or 
fewer.

Therefore, we will continue to cancel in-person wor-
ship and church activities through at least June 12th 
(barring any lifted gathering restrictions or extend-
ed, which we will be closely monitoring).

I also recently took part in a virtual conference that 
was open to faith leaders across the state with a 
public health expert, Dr. Mark Osterholm, of the Uni-
versity of Minnesota.

It was informative...and sobering. It confirmed what 
many of us already know: churches house some of 
the most vulnerable populations. This virus can be 
dangerous for all ages, but it is particularly lethal to 
the elderly and those with underlying conditions. 

Moreover, Dr. Osterholm emphasized that churches, 
of course, have practices that if instituted without 

precautions are some of the most efficient ways of 
spreading this particular virus (one example he not-
ed was singing in an enclosed space. Contact tracing 
has led back to many funerals, worship services, and 
choir practices - in some cases resulting in fatalities). 

This is all to say, without the availability of a vaccine, 
we need to be mentally, emotionally, and spiritual-
ly prepared for in-person, in-sanctuary worship to 
either be one of the last things to open back up with 
confident safety, or to look very different for possi-
bly a long time when we can come back at limited 
capacity.  

I continue to hold you all in prayer. God is with you. 
You are loved. You are not alone. Keep praying. Keep 
hoping. 

Godspeed, God bless, and God's peace to each of 
you.

Pr. Joe

Congratulations to our high school grad-
uates: Alexis Piekarski, Addison Olness, 
Nelsen Femrite, Madison Kluver, Adam Lar-
son and Cody Drewes.

A message from Pastor Joe on COVID-19 and worship

Congratulations to this year's confirmands: 
Colten Schroeder, Makenna Swalla, Haley 
Shea, Ashlyn Bergemann, Thomas Poegel 
and Mason Reichmann. Congratulations also 
to those that were confirmed over Lent: 
Angie Reichmann, David Dodds, Leona Dall-
mann, Dakota Dallman and Justin Dallmann.

St. Paul’s Church
ONGOINGONGOING
Wondering about a project 
or ministry to designate 
a gift or memorial? Con-
sider some of these wish 
list items for a designated 
offering:

•Building addition loan
•Signage for west lawn
•Harold Anderson Fund  
replenishment

•Electronic bell

•New sanctuary carpet
•Paved parking lots
•Changing table - men’s 
bathroom ($200-$250)

•Other?

Questions? Comments? 
Something to add to this 
wish list? Contact Pastor 
Joe Skogmo, president 
Bob Mork or secretary Lori 
Mork.

Look for products that use less packaging. 
When manufacturers make their products 
with less packaging, they use less raw ma-
terial. This reduces waste and costs. These 
extra savings can be passed along to the 
consumer. Buying in bulk, for example, can 
reduce packaging and save money.
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Fellow members and friends of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church,

I have been thinking about how to address the re-
cent news of Pastor Joe, Margaret and the children 
leaving us in late June to begin his call at First Lu-
theran Church in Detroit Lakes. I have had so many

thoughts since they shared the news with Lori and 
myself two weeks ago and have felt the need to 
share my feelings about the change as President of 
our congregation and what that means to each and 
every one of us.

I am sure that we all have had many thoughts going 
through our minds since Pastor Joe shared the news 
with us, whether it was received personally or by the 
letter that should have been received by all mem-
bers of St. Paul’s last week. This is going to be a very 
emotional time in all of our lives as we work through 
those emotions in the next few weeks prior to their 
departure. Pastor Joe and his family have been such 
a blessing to all of us whenever we needed it the 
most for whatever might have been going on in our 
personal lives at the time.

However, we all knew at some point that he would 
receive another call to serve at another church and 
the opportunity for him to go home and to be closer 
to family was just too much for him to turn down. I 
personally am very happy and excited for him, but at 
the same time, sad, that he will be leaving soon. Joe, 
Margaret and the kids have brought so much joy to 
our lives in many ways and I know that we have done 
the same for them as well.

That being said, I am sure that everyone is wonder-
ing what comes next. Getting to the point where we 
are ready to interview and call our next pastor is not 
a fast and quick process. The synod will be trying to

find an interim pastor for us after Pastor Joe leaves 
as one of the first steps in moving forward. An inter-
im Pastor will be with us on a part-time basis most 
likely so the synod will also assist us in finding a Pas-
tor in an area church who can help us in an emergen-
cy, whether it be illness or possibly a funeral. If there 
are any questions relating to the call process, I would 
ask that you go to the SW Minnesota synod website 
and google the following – https://swmnelca.org/
call-process/

Finally, I suggest that we follow the COVID-19 theme 
in that “ We Can Do This Together” as a congrega-
tion. We have so many good things happening at St. 
Paul’s, but we need to keep the momentum going as

we search for our next leader. When the call com-
mittee is formed in the next couple months, rest 
assured we will do our best to find the best possible 
fit for our church and not just settle to be done with 
our committee. We owe that to each and everyone 
of you as members of St. Paul’s. I beg everyone for 
patience as we move forward!

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Bob Mork

PRAYERS OF THE Church
•Anne Snider

•Megan Wagner

•Jacqueline Bauman

•Marge Nelsen

•Patrick Bursau

•Debbie Chan

•Melissa Fierro

•Margaret Vosberg

•Jim Kalina

•Laurie Bennett

•Kristy Anderson

•Christy Dorris

•Pat Thompson

A message from council president Bob Mork

The planters outside the church doors have been 
filled and will need to be watered. If you're willing to 
help, contact Pam Jones.

At this time, with the stay at home order by the gov-
ernor, there won't be worship services through at 
least June 12, so there will be no coffee service.

WELCA treasurer's report: $2,286.41 general, 
$3,968.73 kitchen, $1,746.79 mission, $956.83, altar.

St. Paul's WELCA report


