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MARCH 2020 at a glance

Ushers
1:  Bob Mork
8:  Bob Mork
15:  Bob Mork
23:  Bob Mork
29:  Bob Mork

Readers
1:  Riley Gullickson
8:  
15:  Gail Larson
23:  
29:  

Acolytes
1:  Lucas Tauber & Riley Gullickson
8:  Amber Peabody & Emily Peabody
15:  Connor Frey & Andren Olness
23:  Brooke Moen & Libby Gulbranson
29:  Andren Olness & Riley Gullickson

Deacons
1:  
8:  
15:  
23:  
29:  

Coffee Servers
1:  Jana McIver, Kierra Olness, Alyssa 
  Gullickson
8:  Kaley Poegel, Nicole Folger, Lisa 
  Anderson
15:  Becky McIver, Kori Gullickson, 
  Brittany Anderson
23:  Pam Jones, Sheila Larson, Judi 
  Dahlseng
29:  Myra Femrite, Amy Schroeder, 
  Patti Erickson

Pastor: Joe Skogmo
Office: 320.283.5413
Cell: 320.424.3755
Email: pastor@stpaulslowry.org

Secretary: Lori Mork
Office: 320.283.5413

Cell: 320.760.8649
Email: stpauls@stpaulslowry.org

Office hours: Mon, Wed: 9 a.m.-noon; Tues, Thurs: 10 a.m.-noon

Noisy Offering
March./April: Lutheran Social Service of MN

March/April Work Committee
Jennifer Hayes, chair; Tammy Smedstad, Deanna Haberer, Pam Jones, Donna Schuett, Katie Elenberger, Michelle Shea, 
Jean Pischke, Joyce Kvam, Jennifer Gullickson, Hayley Hoiland.

Newsletter deadline: 22nd of each month



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
LENT 1 

9:30 a.m. Worship. Mixed 
choir sings 

Fellowship to follow 
Church council 

10:45 a.m. SS music 
11:00 a.m. Sunday School 

1:45 p.m. Glacial Ridge  
Conference Assembly GLC 

2 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Adult  
Education 

3 4 
3:30 p.m.  

Confirmation 
5:30 p.m . 

Lenten meal 
6:30 p.m.  
Worship 

5 6 7 
7 a.m.  

Breakfast & 
Bible Study 

8  
LENT 2 

9:30 a.m. Worship.  
Fellowship to follow 

WELCA 
10:45 a.m. SS music 

11:00 a.m. Sunday School 
6 p.m. Luther League 

9 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Adult  
Education 

10 11 
3:30 p.m.  

Confirmation 
5:30 p.m. 

Lenten meal 
6:30 p.m.  
Worship 

12 13 14 

15 
LENT 3 

9:30 a.m. Worship.  
KIDS SING 

Fellowship to follow 
NEW MEMBER SUNDAY 

BROOKE OLSON BAPTISM 
10:45 a.m. SS music 

11:00 a.m. Sunday School 

16 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Adult  
Education 

17 18 
3:30 p.m.  

Confirmation 
5:30 p.m. 

Lenten meal 
6:30 p.m. Wor-

ship 

19 20 21 

22 
LENT 4 

9:30 a.m. Worship.  
Fellowship to follow 
10:45 a.m. SS music 

11:00 a.m. Sunday School 

23 
1-4 p.m. Mission 

quilting 
 

6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Adult  

Education 

24 
9 a.m.-noon 

Mission  
quilting 

25 
NO  

CONFIRMATION 
5:30 p.m  

Lenten meal 
6:30 p.m.  
Worship 

26 
2 p.m.  
Esther  
Circle 

27 28 

29 
LENT 5 

9:30 a.m. Worship.  
Fellowship to follow 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

30 
 

31 
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“God’s Work, Our Hands”
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Don’t forget about our monthly 
Breakfast and Bible Study, held the 
first Saturday of each month during 
the school year at 7 a.m.

Join us for good fellowship and good 
food.

If you want your name added to the 
Breakfast & Bible Study mailing list, 
email Lori at stpauls@stpaulslowry.
org.

BREAKFAST
& BIBLE STUDY

FIRST SATURDAY OF 
EACH MONTH, 7 A.M.
March 7, 2020

NOT CONFIRMED? Would you like to 
be? Interested in an opportunity to 
take a crash course refresher on the 
Bible and Lutheran basics? 

For FOUR Mondays during 
Lent (March 2nd through 
March 23rd) we will spend 
90 minutes per session 
covering the Old Tes-
tament in Session 1, 
the New Testament in 

Session 2, Luther and 
the Reformation in Session 3, 

and Luther’s Small Catechism (Lord’s 
Prayer, Creed, & Sacraments) in 
Session 4. If you are not confirmed 
and would like to be, use this as your 
opportunity and come to all four 
sessions! Wanting to be confirmed or 
just wanting to take part in this crash 
course, we hope you can make it.

LENT & EASTERLENT & EASTER
Lenten supper at 5:30 p.m.
Evening worship at 6:30 p.m.

Worship at 9:30 a.m.
Luther League Roll Sale

Worship/potluck meal 
at 6:00 p.m.

Evening worship
at 6:00 p.m.

Morning services 
at 7:30 and 9:30 a.m. 
(No Sunday School)

LENTEN WEDNESDAYS
March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1

PALM SUNDAY
April 5

MAUNDY THURSDAY
April 9

GOOD FRIDAY
April 10

EASTER SUNDAY
April 12

Lenten Adult 
Education Series

Want to give something up for Lent? What 
if we gave up god for Lent? Now that we 
have your attention, we mean, what if we 
gave up all the false gods that we allow to 
rule our lives? What if we gave up on the 
fantasy that things of this world will make 
us finally feel whole and complete? 

Martin Luther said that anything we put our trust in above God, in 
reality, becomes our god - it gets our fullest attention, it rules our 
thoughts, it directs our actions, it gets our allegiance, and the abun-
dant life offered from the True God is bypassed and unseen. So, 
what if we gave up these gods? What if we stopped putting our full 
trust in our possessions and materialism? What if we stopped ex-
pecting salvation from our politics? Our own works and ego? What if 
we stopped allowing our own shame and guilt to rule and define us? 
What if we traversed all these fantasies, renounced these false idols, 
and put our trust in the grace of God? Well, that would be freedom, 
the freedom of the gospel. What say we try a little atheism for Lent? 
Join us for Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. for worship, March 2nd through 
April 1st (community meals beginning at 5:30).

Atheism for LENT
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The meeting was called to order by president Pam 
Jones with ten members present.

Devotion was given by Esther Circle.

The secretary’s report was read.  A motion to ap-
prove the report was seconded and approved.

The treasurer’s report was read with the following 
balances on hand:  general - $2413.88, kitchen - 
$3966.75, missions - $1745.90, altar - $1117.91.
A motion to place the report on file was seconded 
and approved.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Sunshine - Card was sent to Guderian family.  Prayers 
are asked for Megan Wagner as she will be having 
more cancer surgery tomorrow.
Altar - no report
Mission Growth/Action - More hand and/or bath tow-
els are needed.  
Glenwood Retirement Village - two desserts are 
needed for the GRV annual meeting March 2.  Myra 
offered to bring one.  The salad luncheon will be in 
April.

CORRESPONDENCE:
Thank yous were received from the Guderian family, 
Habitat for Humanity and Jan Arneson.

OLD BUSINESS;
There were no ideas for a spring ladies event so it 
was tabled.

Suggestions were given for Tom’s receipt money: 
1.  Put it in the refrigerator account  2. Bible School 
for kids.  It was tabled until we find out the cost of a 
new refrigerator.  There was discussion about where 
to keep the refrigerator we are now using and possi-
bilities for the side-by-side we presently have.  

NEW BUSINESS:
The Lutheran World Relief and Marie Sandvik drives 
were discussed.  There will be a list of accepted 

items for Marie Sandvik in the Messenger and bulle-
tin.  Bring items to the storage room in back.  Boxing 
and dedication will be April 19. Lundblads will pick 
up our boxes after the 19th.

Our April WELCA meeting will be rescheduled for 
April 5 since the usual meeting date would be on 
Easter.

Myra made a motion, seconded by Jane to purchase 
two 100-cup coffee pots with the $200 donation giv-
en for that purpose.  Any additional cost will come 
out of the kitchen account.  Motion carried.  Pam will 
check on cost of carafes as some of ours our crack-
ing.  We should have one for each table and about 
two extras for refilling.

Thank you to the January/February work committee 
for serving the potluck at the annual meeting and 
serving for Harold Guderian’s funeral.  Also, thank 
you to any volunteers that helped.

This spring’s Glacial Ridge Conference is Monday, 
April 20 at Our Redeemers in Benson.   We have 
been put on the list for hosting a Glacial Ridge Gath-
ering in the future.

We agreed to have a pot luck supper during Maundy 
Thursday Lenten service on April 9.

Pastor Joe will have Adult Education on March 2, 9, 
16, and 23.

Mission Quilting - February 24 (1-4) and February 25 
(9-12).

Judy Pederson, acting secretary

February 9, 2020 WELCA meeting minutes

Clothing drive
The clothing drive for Lutheran World Relief and Marie 
Sandvik  will be boxed for shipping on Sunday, April 19. If 
you wish to donate items, bring them to church in April 
and put them in the quilter's storage room off the meet-
ing room. All are welcome to help box on the 19th as well.

Change in date for 
April WELCA
The April meeting for WELCA has been 
moved from April 12 (Easter Sunday) to 
Palm Sunday, April 5, after worship.



Members Present: Pastor Joe, Bob Mork, Michalene 
Martin, Scott Gullickson, Katerri Fish, Allen Dahlseng, 
Jonathan McIver, Randy Elenberger, Ron Nelsen, & 
Kori Gullickson.

President Bob called the meeting to order.

Secretary Report: January minutes approved as 
printed. Motion to approve Secretary’s report was 
made by Ron. Jonathan seconded.

Treasurer’s Report: 
Beginning Balance: January 1st:  $2,705.47

Month Income: $6,370.23
Expenses:  $10,263.92
Funds Available:  $12,075.70
Transfers:  ($272.10)
Transfers:  $3,000.00 

Balance on Hand January 31st:  $1,539.68

Motion to approve the Treasurer’s report was made 
by Michalene. Allen seconded. Approved.

Old Business:
•	 Restroom Flooring: The restroom flooring in the 

Sunday school wing has been completed. There 
was leftover money from the project that was 
decided to replace the door handles on both 
bathrooms. 

•	 Bell Tower: Tabling the bell tower project until we 
receive some quotes for removing the rust and 
re-painting it. 

•	 CGC Faith Share Box: Discussed getting a Faith 
Share Box for the congregation which was 
shared by the Cultivating Generous Congregation 
(CGC) that a few members and Pastor Joe have 
attended. The Share Box would be for new and 
current members to share their stories of faith 
and experiences of Gods work. Tabling the 
project of building the box and implementing it 
at St. Paul’s. 

•	 Capital Campaign 3.0: Discussed a time frame 
for kicking off Capital Campaign 3.0 “Building on 
the Story.” We have had a lot of new members 
join St. Paul’s and also a review for our current 
members of reiterating the information about our 
Capital Campaign Fund and the importance and 
value that it holds at St. Paul’s. 

•	 2020 Annual Meeting Amendments: Talked 
about the 2020 Annual Mission Plan & Budget 
and caught people up to speed with regard to 
the amendments made and approved at the 
Annual Meeting. At the Annual Meeting, with 
the increase of 4.8% in offering received in 2019, 
it was recommended by Pastor Joe to adjust 
mission giving accordingly, and also to adjust 
synod commitment to stay at a 3% commitment 
based on our increased offering. Additionally, 
Tammie Ekstrand also recommended increase 

the Treasurer’s annual pay due to the increased 
work of the treasurer’s position. Jerry Larson 
suggested it be doubled. The following 
amendments were made to the 2020 Budget and 
Mission Plan:

o Adjust Synod Giving – Amendment made to 
increase to $4,000 (was $3,750) 

o Adjust Missions Giving – Amendment made to 
increase to $5,240 (was $5,000)

o Adjust Treasurer Salary – Amendment made to 
increase to $1,200 (was $600)
	 With these suggested amendments, the 

2020 Proposed Budget and Mission Plan 
totaled $163,958 and was unanimously 
approved.

•	 County Line Liquor: Like to say Thank You to 
Chris Johnson & Kelly Kraemer of County Line 
Liquor for the generous donation of communion 
wine for 2020 at St. Paul’s. 

•	 Door Installment: Completed! We have received 
lots of positive feedback on the door. Originally, 
St. Paul’s received an estimate for replacing the 
exterior door in the furnace room of $1600-
$1700 dollars from Jerry and Jana Luke, owners 
of Midwest Lock & Door. We give thanks for 
their doing business with us, and also for their 
generosity as we received a creditable discount 
making the final total for the door and installation 
$900.

New Business:
•	 Welcome Team: There is a welcome team 

committee that is in place and putting together 
packages for new members at St. Paul’s. Soon 
enough, they will be able to deliver and connect 
with new members to ask any questions they 
may have or concerns they are inquiring. St. 
Paul’s has added 54 members in 2019 and is 
continuing to grow, the task of being able to 
meet with all the new members is overwhelming 
for one person and needed to be designated to 
a group of people that can take on the task of 
welcoming our newest members to St. Paul’s.  

•	 Men’s Urinal: Pastor Joe was informed that the 
men’s urinal in the Sunday School wing is having 
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LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL
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Council minutes continued on page 5
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Donations to Marie Sandvik 
Center, Heartland Girls Ranch 
in Benson and Safe Avenues 
Women's Shelter in Benson will 
be taken at the Glacial Ridge 
Conference spring gathering 
on April 20 at Our Redeemers 
Lutheran in Benson.

Donation list for Marie 
Sandvik Center:
Clothing
Housewares
Pots and pans
Silverware
Dishes
Glasses
Cups
Can openers
Cooking utensils
Visit mariesandvikcenter.org 
for more information on items 
that can be donated.

Heartland Girls Ranch 
in Benson:
Hygiene products
Hair dryers

Shampoo
Socks
Underwear
Hair brushes
Playing cards
Games
Visit heartlandgirlsranch.org/ 
for more information on items 
that can be donated.

Safe Avenues Women's 
Shelter in Benson:
Kitchen hand towels
Dish cloths and towels
Underwear (all sizes)
Shampoo/conditioner
Toothbrush/toothpaste
Band-aids
Body Wash
Deodorant
Lotions
Slippers
Socks
Cell phones
Visit willmarshelter.com/loca-
tions for more information on 
items that are needed.

Donations requested by
Glacial Ridge Conference

We did it, St. Paul's! Our collection of receipts from 
Tom's Market reached our goal of $100,000.

WELCA received $1,000 from this endeavor and will 
put that money toward something needed by St. 
Paul's Church.

But we're not done! Keep the slips coming - it's not 
a one-time project and for each $100,000 in receipts 
that we collect, we will receive $1,000.

KEEP THE RECEIPTS COMING!

We reached out goal!

Winter Mission Quilting
Winter hours for quilting will be as 
follows:

March 30 Monday 1:00-4:00
March 31 Tuesday 9:00-12:00
April 27 Monday 6:30-8:30 pm
April 28 Tuesday 9:00-12:00

Blocks are cut 
and quilts are 
assembled for 
Lutheran World 
Relief as well as 
local organiza-
tions such as Vet-
erans’ hospitals 
and Pope County 
Families in Need.

Donations of old drapery, bedding, 
crochet thread and other materials are 
welcome.

Pope County Mobile 
Food Drop
Glenwood United Parish
Tuesday, March 13, 12:00 p.m.

The Pope County 
monthly food distri-
bution is coordinated 
by the United Way 
of Pope and Douglas 
Counties and is free of 
charge.

Defibrillator available in sanctuary
Just a reminder to everyone 
that, in case of an emergency, 
there is a defibrillator in the 
sanctuary.

It is located on the north wall 
near the sound board.



St. Paul’s Messenger • Page 5

PRAYERS OF THE Church
•Anne Snider

•Megan Wagner

•Jacqueline Bauman

•Marge Nelsen

•Patrick Bursau

•Debbie Chan

•Melissa Fierro

•Margaret Vosberg

•Jim Kalina

•Laurie Bennett

•Kristy Anderson

•Christy Dorris

•Pat Thompson

•Family of Harold    
 Guderian
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some issues when flushing, discuss with Dennis 
if there’s a possible way to fix it or possibility 
getting an estimate to replace just the urinal in 
men’s bathroom.

•	 Church Duct Cleaning: Discussed getting an 
estimate for cleaning the duct work at St. Paul’s. 
There’s reason to believe it’s never been cleaned 
and after the parsonage was able to get it done, 
it helped with the efficiency of the home, tabling 
to see the costs and benefits for getting it 
completed at church as well.

•	 Treasurer Pay: It was discussed to give Judi, 
the former treasurer a donation as a thank you 
for her years of service and all the work she 
put into the bookwork for St. Paul’s. A motion 
by Michalene to pay $200 to Judi Femrite the 
former treasurer of St. Paul’s as a thank you for 
her service for the last 3 years. Randy Second. 
Motion passed. 

•	 Luther League: Talked about the request from 
Luther League to have one of the Lenten Service 
free will donation go to Luther League. A 
motion to have the March 18th free will offering 
designated to Luther League, a second by Adam. 
Motion passed. 

•	 March 22nd Vacation: Pastor Joe will be on 
vacation during March 22nd Sunday worship 
services. Pulpit Supply for that Sunday worship 
will be led by Paul Greene. 

•	 Parental Leave: Pastor Joe and his wife Margaret 
are expecting their third child in April, and he’ll 
be using paternity leave not all at once but 
split up April -June. Pr. Joe will be planning to 
lead Palm Sunday, Easter Sunday, Confirmation 
Sunday, & Graduate Sunday. During his partial 
paternity leave he will continue to teach 
confirmation, work with Luther League, and be 

available for crisis ministry. The Sundays that 
he will be on leave, there will be no communion 
during church services. 

•	 Thank You: 
o St. Paul’s received a thank you card from 

the clothes closet for all the socks that were 
donated for Socktober, this is the 5th year we 
have donated socks to our community. 

o St. Paul’s received a thank you card from 
Discovery Days Preschool for the donation 
towards the scholarship program. The 
preschool has been running their program 
out of the church for many years and we wish 
them the best to continue forward with their 
success. 

o St. Paul’s received a thank you letter from 
SWMN Synod for our donation toward 
the overall Funding Initiative. The Funding 
Initiative helps with many areas like: offering 
congregations the opportunity to conduct 
missional assessments to help move forward, 
hosting Better Together Food Packing 
events, providing 46 pastors with grants 
to reduce their education debt, teaching 
about generosity, stewardship and wise 
administration. 

Announcements:
Next Meeting Sunday March 1st, after worship 
*February 23, 2020 3:30 pm Bingo Fellowship 
*February 26, 2020 6pm Ash Wednesday Service

Randy motioned to adjourn the meeting. Adam 
seconded. Approved.

Closed with prayer

Respectfully Submitted,
Kori Gullickson, Secretary

Council meeting minutes 
continued from page 3



Birthdays
1: Loren Jansen
2: Chris Gulbranson
3: Laura Anderson
     Scott Gullickson
4: Dakota Dallmann
5: Ann Drewes
    Thomas Poegel
7: Dilan Pasche-Kluver
     Karen Kaehler
8:  Jason Weber
9: David Dodds
10: Floyd Scott
11: John Hansen

14: Cortney Kalina
      Jeremy Rustom 
     Wyatt Robbins
15: Dean Boysen
16: Ryker Gullickson
19: Aly Elenberger
20: Max McIver
21: Mikaila Dahlseng
    Iva Gullickson
23: Julie Malecek
25: Keith Brosh
   Clayton Person, Jr.
    Jerry Larson
26: Ashlee Drewes
29: James Drewes

    DeWayne Wold
30: Rhett Folger
31: Kent Lundblad

Anniversaries
3: Jon & Sheila Larson
5: Kersten & Ellen Kappmeyer
16: Mark & Dawn Olson

(If your birthday or anniversary 
has been missed, please let Lori 
know so that it can be added to 
the lists.)
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Sunday Morning Coffee servers
If you are serving coffee 
on a Sunday morning, 
please arrive 1/2 hour 
prior to church. Each 
server is requested to 
bring 5 dozen goodies. 
Coffee will have already 
been made, but you will 
need to make up juice.

If you are the first name 
on the list, please call 
the other families as a 
reminder to serve.

If you are unable to 
serve during your as-
signed Sunday, please 
switch with someone 
else and make the 
changes on the list in the 
kitchen.

See the schedule in 
the St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church Directory and in 
the Messenger. It is also 
on a list in the kitchen.

In the event of inclement weather, church activity related up-
dates will be posted on Facebook (www.facebook.com/st-
paulslowry), St. Paul’s Lutheran Church webpage (stpaulslowry.
org) as well as through local radio stations. An effort will also be 
made to reach members through text, emails and phone calls.

Inclement weather notices

St. Paul’s March birthdays and anniversaries

UPCOMING . . .
APRIL 2020  ACOLYTES

5: Carter Huckle & Connor Erickson
12: Emma Poegel & Claira Frey
19: Mason Reichmann & Zach Iverson
26: Braeden Ahern & Ashlyn Bergmann

MARCH/APRIL 2020 WORK COMMITTEE
Jennifer Hayes, Chair; Tammy Smedstad, Deanna 
Haberer, Pam Jones, Donna Schuett, Katie Elenberg-

er, Michelle Shea, Jean Pischke, Joyce Kvam, Jennifer 
Gullickson, Hayley Hoiland.

APRIL 2020 COFFEE SERVERS
5: Palm Sunday - Luther League
12: Easter Sunday - no coffee
19: Dawn Olson, Donna Schuett, Jennifer Lundblad
26: Deb Dahlseng, Donna Vosberg, Sara Gudergjahn
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CHRIS, KRISTIE, 
MACKENZIE AND 
CARTER TAFFE

We are very grateful 
for the welcoming gift! 
Our family loved the 
popcorn and delicious 
cookies.

We have always felt 
very welcomed and 
we feel so blessed to 
have found this church! 
Thank you!

YOU

MAKE
DIFFERENCE
DO

A
Your kindness and gen-
erosity to others DOES 
make a difference! Here 

is a thank you that 
shows just how much:


